Webmaster visits with Jimmy, Nora and Alan Au

One of the most difficult aspects of being a short-statured man – in addition to being discriminated against in the workplace, being rejected by women, being insulted for no apparent reason by strangers, getting bumped into on the sidewalk, being used as a target, being dismissed and not taken seriously by the general populace, being locked out of sports, the boardroom and the bedroom, being juvenilzed, infantilized and feminized and having to endure the above with a smile and otherwise tolerating indignities that no other recognized group would ever tolerate, and then getting blamed for his plight too – is the indignity of having to look sloppy and unkempt too, no matter how much money you have, simply because the vast majority of stores and clothing manufacturers cater to taller men.  By the way another indignity of being short is for short men to have to do their clothes-shopping in the boys department, but I think I’ve given enough indignities for the time being.

‘Jimmy Au’s for Men 5’8” and Under’ is well on the way to solving Short men’s clothing problems.  Take it from the webmaster.  It was called, “Jimmy Au’s for Men 5’8” and Under New York City Trunk and Road Show,” and well worth the title.  Jimmy and family came to New York City to promote his clothing line for short men.  I thought that I would attend.  I thought that it was a good idea at last to actually meet Jimmy and his son Alan so I made an appointment with a lady at his Beverly Hills store to meet him at the Double Tree Hotel in New York City.  I had been in contact with Alan Au – his son – in the past and wanted to see for myself up close and personal the clothing line that he had for short men.  The Double Tree Hotel is a new hotel in Manhattan by the way.

Every short man knows the difficulty of finding clothes that fit.  No – check that.  Every short man knows the difficulty of finding clothes that fit AND look good.  Now I’m a guy that looks and looks and looks for clothes that fit.  When I shop it’s never a case of going to one store and buying a bunch of clothes.  I have to go to one store and see what they’ve got.  If I find something that fits and I think that it looks good I’ll buy it.  Occasionally I can get so impatient – after I’ve gone to a few stores with no luck – that I pick up something that looks ‘half-good’ and then I wind up never wearing it.  Very few people understand the frustrations of buying clothes if you are a short guy.  Now I’m lean and muscular (If I do say so myself) so I should be able to find more clothes than a short and fat guy.  Not true.  When I go to a store and find a pants with a 29” length (29” is the shortest pant you will find off a rack in a store and even the 29” length is one inch past my ideal length of 28”) the smallest waist I can find is a 34” waist.  The reason for this is the obesity epidemic that is overtaking society today.  Everyone and his grandmother seems to be fat, and the clothing manufacturers have responded to the fat ones by making waist and leg sizes bigger and short men seem to be no exception.  Whoever thought that it would one day be easier to find clothes if you were fat rather than slim?  In saner times it was more difficult for fat people to find clothes.

My appointment was for a specific time, but I thought I’d get there just a little bit early.  I opened the door and was greeted by Nora Au, Jimmy’s wife and Alan’s mom, a very friendly lady who ushered me in and didn’t mind that I was early.  Alan and his dad were busy with another guy, but there were three Au’s, so it was no problem for them to take care of me too.  I introduced myself as the webmaster of supportfortheshort.org and gave  my website card to Alan.  After talking with Alan for a little while, Jimmy came over and “sized me up”, rather quickly I might add.  With 50 years of experience under his belt I wasn’t surprised.  Nora picked out a specific suit jacket for me which was just a little too big.  Even though it was a little big it was still a little bit better fit than the best that I can find in any store off the rack.  She got it perfect on the next turn though.  Imagine, I can go from store to store to find an article of clothing that “almost” fits and here I was trying something on and in two minutes they’ve got it right.  Now I’m good at finding clothes that fit as close as possible to what I want.  I know what looks good; the problem is I can never find exactly what I want, so I come as close as possible to that ideal.  For example, I was wearing a shirt that I bought that was one of about eleven that said “fitted” on them when I bought them.  They were a size ‘small’ of course.  I bought them at a well-known department store.  They fit ‘OK’.  ‘OK’ means decent in my book.  I bought only one at first, tried it on, saw that it came as close as possible to what I wanted, then I bought the other 10 quickly before all the ‘small’ sizes disappeared.  (There are always fewer size ‘Small’ in stores than any other size)  Nora got a shirt for me and asked me to try it on.  Butta Boom!  It fit better than the shirt I had on, one of the ones that I bought in the department store.  One of my little habits when wearing a shirt is to unconsciously ‘pull’ the sleeves up, and that’s because even with a size ‘small’ the sleeve lengths are always too long.  With a Jimmy Au shirt there’s no problem with that, and if the sleeves are a little too long, Jimmy can take care of that for you.  By the way, a regular store size ‘Small’ can fit a 5’7” man well.  I’m 5’4”.  Jimmy’s shirt was properly tapered too.  The length of the shirt was fine as well, NOT going down almost to my knees either.  

Amazing.

A little bit later I tried on a suit pants.  It fit better than anything I had in my closet.  It wasn’t perfect but Jimmy Au’s specializes in tailoring his clothes to the wearer and showed me exactly how he would tailor it to fit me perfectly.  This is the kind of service that I wish I could get out there in the cold, cruel world of being a short man and trying to find clothes that not only fit, but also look good.  I’ll tell you, I wanted to purchase right then and there, and if it weren’t for budget constraints right now I would have.  And you would have too.  It’s time that short men stopped settling for the junk that is sold in most mainstream stores these days.  It’s time for short men to make an attempt at looking good.  

You know I read somewhere that Eddie Bauer a few years ago started charging more money for clothes for Tall men and large sizes for Fat men.  The Tallers and the Fatters actually got together (mostly women) to picket an Eddie Bauer’s on the west coast .  Incredible isn’t it. It’s incredible how the Largers – that is Tallers and Fatters – identify with each other and can get together for a common cause.  It reminded me in a sense of how a naive short guy some years ago appeared at a Tall Club get together because he thought the Tallers would “join” with him to fight heightism in some way.  The Tallers ain’t interested in fighting heightism my man.  They’re interested in keeping their acknowledged superiority intact any way they can.  Helping you ain’t in their playbook.  But be that as it may, we have at last a store here that caters to the short man and the short man exclusively.  

Jimmy Au’s of Beverly Hills has a wonderful collection of sizes for the short man and if the fit isn’t perfect they’ll see to it that it is.  This is one plus for the short man in America.  If you are a short-statured man and you want to dress well and look good I would strongly recommend that you visit Jimmy Au’s For Men 5’8” and Under .  

Stop looking the way society wants you to look and start looking good.

